TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
7/13/2026 - 5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Paul Groce, Sarah Zimmerman, John LaMaster, and Mark Hawn
(Virtual)

STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, and Chief Fanning
ADDITIONAL PRESENT: Elisabeth McNiel (Resident), Jerry Lieberman (HPSC & Resident)
ABSENT:

1) CALLTO ORDER/ OPENING REMARKS
- Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

2) PUBLIC HEARING
a) Ordinance 26-01 Santee Cooper Franchise Agreement Renewal
No comments were presented.
b) Ordinance 26-02 Unified Development Code- Article 13: Historic Preservation
No comments were presented.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
- Elisabeth McNiel: Ms. McNiel presented a comment thanking the Town and the police
department for their assistance with the recent house fire that occurred at her property. She
commended the Pawleys Island Police Department and Midway Fire & Rescue for their
diligence and assistance with the unfortunate situation.

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES -6-8-2026
- Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve or a
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the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

mend the 6-8-2026 Regular Town

Al M cIMES DI L

5) REPORTS AND UPDATES
a) Police Report
Chief Fanning explained that it was a busy month for the Police Department, with 56
total calls. He referenced the aforementioned house fire in the Birds Nest area of the
island. Chief Fanning elaborated on additional incidents, including a vandalism call
in which children were placing cheese on cars and a malfunctioning cement pipe on
a Myrtle Avenue job site that damaged several vehicles. Lastly, he noted a swimmer in
distress incident in which several swimmers were rescued by officers Jono Fairfield and
Chris Doerr. He explained that the recently installed Mobi Mat/emergency access point
at Pearce Street helped the emergency responders tremendously. Chief Fanning added
that one individual was taken to the hospital due to the incident but had since recovered.
Mayor Henry stated that he heard from an individual who was involved with the incident,
who stated that he was very impressed by the response. Mr. Groce thanked the officers



involved as well as Mr. Newquist for pushing forward with getting the emergency access
at Pearce Street installed, which he stated ultimately saved lives.

Mr. Groce further commended the Police Department for mitigating the use of e-
bikes on the beach, noting that he has seen far less than previous years. Mrs.
Zimmerman raised a question regarding the percentage of parking tickets that are
paid, to which Chief Fanning explained that a large proportion of the tickets are paid.
He stated that implementing an online payment system has exponentially increased
the number of tickets being paid.

b) Building Report
Mr. Higdon presented the building report for May, highlighting that 3 new permits were
issued during the month. He explained that this was the slowest month of the year to
date, but added that a new home permit was issued for 164 Atlantic Avenue. The property
had it’s design approved in the January Architectural Review Board meeting and was
recently demolished.

c) Financial Report

Mr. Newquist presented the financial report for June, first noting that the draft audit
report has been prepared and the Town’s auditors will present it to Council in either the
August or September meeting. He updated that the 5% franchise fee from the new Santee
Cooperfranchise agreement willkick in soon and provide additionalincome to the Town.
In terms of 4" of July T-shirt sales, Mr. Newquist emphasized that sales were
phenomenal, exceeding $107,000 in sales to date. He added that online sales were a
huge success this year, with almost 200 total orders. In 2025, 96 online orders were
placed. Mr. Newquist highlighted that Accommodation Tax collections are on par with
last year's year-to-date totals. Mrs. Zimmerman referenced a recent incident in which a
wire transfer was mistakenly sent to a fraudulent account in Surfside Beach. She added
that the Town of Pawleys Island needs to ensure that multiple signatures are needed to
send a wire transfer through the Town’s bank accounts.

6) BUSINESS
a) Second Reading- Ordinance 26-01: Santee Cooper Franchise Agreement Renewal
Mayor Henry referenced Kearney Gregory’s proposal in the June Town Council meeting,
which would renew the franchise fee agreement with Santee Cooper. In the new
agreement, the Town would receive about $4,000 per month from Santee Cooper. This
will be remitted via biannual payments based on 5% of Santee Cooper’s fees collected
within the Town limits.
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agreement. Mr. LaMaster seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in

b) First Reading- Ordinance 26-02: Article 13-Historic Preservation



Mayor Henry emphasized that historic preservation has become a major priority for the
Town of Pawleys Island. He thanked Mr. Lieberman, Mr. Groce, and all the members of
the Historic Preservation Special Committee (HPSC) for their tremendous progress with
the initiative. Mayor Henry introduced the draft of the historic preservation ordinance,
first reading the intent section of the ordinance. He explained that the ultimate goal of
the ordinance is to become a Certified Local Government (CLG), which would give the
Town the ability to historically designate homes to offer benefits such as exemptions
from flood regulations and property tax relief.

Mr. Lieberman, chairman of the HPSC, further elaborated on the ordinance. He noted
that the ordinance focuses on a completely voluntary approach for the initiative, with
historic designation being optional for owners of eligible properties. Mr. Lieberman
explained that an emphasis of the ordinance and overall initiative is to facilitate
engagement and feedback from property owners. He added that the second reading of
the historic ordinance will likely be held in the September Town Council meeting,
allowingthe Town to present the topic and ordinance to property owners at the Labor Day
PICA meeting. Mr. Lieberman ensured that the ordinance had been reviewed by the
Town’s attorney and the State Historic Preservation Office. The ordinance was also
recommended for approval by the HPSC and the Planning Commission. Lastly, Mr. Groce
added that valuable input has been provided by property owners and he encouraged
property owners to continue giving feedback.

c) Town Hall Generator Proposal

Mayor Henry updated that since the discussion at the last Town Council meeting, the
Town had received three bids for the Town Hall generator installation. Mr. Newquist
thanked Detective Fairfield for obtaining the bids from three companies- Swift Services,
Mister Sparky, and Inlet Electrical Services LLC. He stated that powering the Town Hall
during times of need is a high priority. The proposed generator would ensure that the
building is operable for 5-7 days during a power outage between gas tank refills. Mr.
Newquist added that the elevator would not be powered by the generator, but all other
components of the building would be. He stated that Swift Services had the cheapest
proposal of the three bids, with there being different costs for different kilowatt (KW)
generators. Mr. Newquist clarified that the propane needed for the generator is a
separate cost, and two bids were obtained for the propane tank installation: H & S Oil
Company and Suburban Propane. There are varying costs for keeping the 500-gallon tank
above ground versus burying it. Mayor Henry suggested that a buried tank would be more
optimal, to which the rest of Council agreed. Mr. LaMaster questioned the difference in
KWs, with the three companies suggesting different units (24, 26, and 30). Mayor Henry
and Mr. Groce elaborated that a 24 KW generator would be strong enough to power the
building. Ultimately, Town Council selected Swift Services proposal, which came in the
cheapest at $13,736 for the 24 KW generator. Mr. Groce also recommended that the
Town chooses the buried tank from Suburban Propane.



d) PEBA Retirement System Enrollment Discussion

Mr. Newquist explained that the Town is eligible to participate in the PEBA retirement
system as a South Carolina municipality. He presented a breakdown of what the Town’s
match on employee retirement contributions are with the current retirement system
versus the proposed PEBA retirement system. Mr. Newquist added that the PEBA plan is
very popular amongst municipalities in the state. Mayor Henry emphasized that
employee retention is crucial for the Town and the PEBA retirement plan could benefit
greatly. Mr. LaMaster noted that in the requirements for the program it states that half of
each department must opt in to the retirement program. He questioned if the Police
Department would have half the full-time officers opting in, to which Chief Fanning stated
that they most likely would, but he would need to review to be sure. Mayor Henry inquired
about the deadline to apply for the program, which Mr. Newquist clarified that the
deadline is October 1st.

e) Swimmer Safety Discussion

Mayor Henry prefaced the discussion by stating that swimmer safety needs to remain an
item on the Council agendas to keep the topic a high priority. He referenced the incident
that occurred in June in which several swimmers in distress were rescued. He exclaimed
that the Town was lucky to have installed the Mobi Mat at the Pearce Street emergency
access the day before the incident, as it significantly sped up the emergency response
and ultimately saved lives. Mayor Henry added that the Town will continue to implement
signage regarding the current and possible dangers swimmers face when entering the
water.

Mayor Henry discussed the possibility of a life jacket loaner program, which would allow
visitors to check out life jackets for themselves or family members for the duration of
their visit to Pawleys Island. Mr. Newquist thanked Ms. McNiel for recommending the
program which is funded by MclLeod Health. He added that other communities
participate in the program, such as Surfside Beach. Mr. Newquist suggested that the
Town could keep the lifejackets under Town Hall or at the Old Town Hall. Town Council
expressed consensus support of the program. Lastly, Mr. Groce questioned whether
there were any issues with keeping the Pearce Street emergency access clear, to which
Chief Fanning clarified that the only day there were issues was on July 4.

f) 4™ of July Recap
Mr. Newquist inquired about if the Town should keep the parade start time at 9 am
instead of 10 am, as it was this year. Mayor Henry stated that he prefers the 9 am start
time, citing that the weather is cooler and it gives everyone more time to celebrate the
holiday after the parade. Mr. Higdon added that participation in the parade was not



negatively impacted by the earlier start time, as there were more parade entries this year
than in previous years, with over 60 total float entries. Lastly, Mr. Groce commended Bill
Foyd Services, the primary trash collection company on the island. He noted that there
were no issues with the trash pickup on the 4™, which helped the parade run seamlessly.

7) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
- No further comments were presented.
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