TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
6/8/2026 - 5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Mark Hawn, Sarah Zimmerman, John LaMaster, and Paul Groce
(Virtual)

STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, Chief Fanning, and Anna DiMatteo (Intern)

ADDITIONAL PRESENT: Loren Wallace (Georgetown County EMD), Kearney Gregory (Santee
Cooper), James Blaszczyk (Resident), Betsy Altman (Pl Realty)

ABSENT:
1) CALLTO ORDER/ OPENING REMARKS
- Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

2) PUBLIC COMMENTS
- James Blaszczyk: Mr. Blaszczyk presented a comment commending the Pawleys Istand
Police Department for mitigating the presence of electric bikes on the beach.

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - 5-11-2026
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ion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

4) REPORTS AND UPDATES

a) Police Report

Chief Fanning first noted a recent incident in which an individual suffered burns on
their feet due to the extreme heat. He elaborated that May was a busy month as the
summer approaches, with increases in traffic and total incidents. Chief Fanning
explained that many calls were related to dogs, to which he highlighted that the PD
has a partnership with All4Paws to help with any lost dog calls. Mrs. Zimmerman
guestioned how many officers are on duty during the weekend, to which Chief
Fanning explained that two officers are on duty both Saturday and Sunday.

b) Building Report
Mr. Higdon presented the building report for May, highlighting that 5 new permits were
issued during the month. He explained that this was the slowest month of the year to
date, but expanded that a new home permit was issued for 188 Atlantic Avenue. The
property had it’s design approved in the January Architectural Review Board meeting.
Lastly, he noted that two more new homes are in the permitting process and subsequent
updates will be provided as their permits are issued.



¢) Financial Report

Mr. Newquist presented the financial report for May, first noting that Capital Project Sales
Tax (CPST) is beginning to come in. He noted that the North Jetty project is the first town
project on the county’s list for funding, with flood mitigation funding following shortly
after. Mr. Newquist expanded on additional funding being received through allocations
from Congressman Russell Fry’s office. He explained that Town Staff is getting guidance
from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on how to obtain the funding. Mr.
Newquist highlighted year-to-date revenue budget items, stating that the interest rates
have dropped for the Town’s Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) accounts. He
noted that Fourth of July T-shirt sales are outpacing last year’s sales in the first few
weeks. Lastly, he stated that Local Accommodation Taxes are nearly equal to the year-
to-date collections from last year.

5) BUSINESS
a) Ordinance 26-01: Santee Cooper Franchise Agreement Renewal
Mayor Henry introduced Kearney Gregory with Santee Cooper and explained that the
prior franchise fees agreement is expiring and will need to be renewed for the Town to
continue to receive funds from Santee Cooper. Ms. Gregory elaborated that with the new
agreement the town will receive about $4,000 per month in franchise fees from Santee
Cooper. This will be received via biannual payments based on a standard percentage of
Santee Cooper’s fees collected within the Town limits.

§a ntee Qggpgr Mr LaMagter motloned to approve thg ag eement. Mrs

Zimmerman seconded the motion. No further discussion. Al voted in favor.

b) Georgetown County Emergency Management Division Briefing

Mayor Henry introduced the newly appointed Georgetown County Emergency
Management Division director, Loren Wallace. Mr. Wallace updated Town Council that
hurricane season had begun, but no activity is expected in the next seven days. He added
that the National Hurricane Center projects the season to have an average number of
storms. Mr. Wallace proclaimed the importance of knowing what evacuation zone your
home is in and having a plan in the event of a storm. Continuing, he updated that the
National Hurricane Center has adopted a new error cone on its site, which should be
more accurate compared to the prior cone of uncertainty. Mayor Henry inquired
regarding what role former director Brandon Ellis has with the county now, which Mr.
Wallace noted that Mr. Ellis is now serving as the assistant county manager.

c¢) Town Hall Generator Discussion
Mayor Henry prefaced the discussion by noting that many larger municipalities have
generators for their critical buildings, such as their Town/City Halls. Chief Fanning
explained that the previous town administrator applied for grant money for a generator in
the past, but the funds were not awarded. Mayor Henry asked what the estimated cost of
the generator would be, to which Mr. Newquist explained that Detective Fairfield isin the



process of obtaining quotes for generator installations. Mr. Groce added that there is a
large discrepancy in the costs and functions of generators, but he estimated that a
functional generator would cost around $10,000. Mr. Hawn questioned if the generator
would be elevated, which Mr. Newquist confirmed that it would be. Mayor Henry
emphasized that the Pawleys Island Town Hallis crucial, especially in times of need such
as ahurricane, so ensuring that the building has power is a priority for the Town. He added
that he would like the quotes to be presented at the July Town Council meeting to get
started on the installation process. Mr. LaMaster questioned how many quotes would be
needed. Mr. Newquist clarified that quotes are needed from three different companies,
as outlined by the Town’s procurement ordinance.

d) Historic Preservation Special Committee Update

Mr. Groce provided an update regarding the Historic Preservation Special Committee
(HPSC), highlighting that the committee recently recommended approval of the draft
historic preservation ordinance. Shortly after, the Planning Commission recommended
approval of the ordinance as well, putting the ordinance in Town Council’s hands for final
approval. He added that the State Historic Preservation Office and the Town’s legal team
both reviewed the final draft ordinance. Mayor Henry recommended holding off on the
second reading of the ordinance until the September Town Council meeting. He
explained that this would give the Town the chance to receive feedback from property
owners atthe Labor Day Pawleys Island Civic Association meeting. Mr. Groce agreed that
it would be valuable to receive input at the meeting, stating that a major commitment of
the HPSC is to evaluate public input on the initiative.

e) Swimmer Safety Discussion

Mayor Henry kicked off the discussion by highlighting updates to the website, including
a swimmer safety page with several resources on the topic. He added that additional
fliers and signs have been produced, noting that the Town is fully committed to educating
residents and visitors about the issue and mitigating future incidents. Mrs. Zimmerman
suggested that rip current signs need to be present at each beach access on the island.
Chief Fanning explained that the dynamics of the North End of the island have changed
as there is now more sand present along the island, creating a situation where people
treat this section as a beach. He emphasized that the North End of the island, near the
inlet, is the most dangerous area for currents.

Mr. Hawn explained that recent drowning incidents in Pawleys Island align with King Tide
cycles, as more water is moving in and out of the inlet. He added that a new sign will soon
be purchased to place at the North End, which will further discourage entering the water
in that section of the beach. Anna DiMatteo, the Town’s summer intern, inquired about
how the Town can more effectively get swimmer safety information to renters. Betsy
Altman with Pawleys Island Realty indicated that a digital packet is sent to alt of their
renters with several resources, including the Town’s rip current awareness video.



6) EXECUTIVE SESSION~ S.C. Code 1976, 30-4-70(a)(2)

A. Receipt of legal advice relating to a pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the
attorney-client privilege, settlement of legal claims, or a position of the Town in other adversary situations
involving the assertion against the Town of a claim:

a. USArmy Corps Coastal Storm Risk Management Project Easement Acquisition Process
b. Pending litigation - easement challenge actions

B. Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements:
a. Professional Appraisal Services Contract Proposal- Colliers

NOTE: Items discussed in Executive Session may result in action by Town Council upon its return to general
session.
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in favor.

7) RECONVENE

8) POSSIBLE ACTION IN FOLLOW-UP TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

a)

b)

Resolution 26-04: US Army Corps Coastal Storm Risk Management Project Easement
Acquisition Process

Upon exiting executive session, Mayor Henry referenced the April 2024, Resolution 24-01,
which established the criteria for the acquisition of beach renourishment easements. He
explained that Resolution 26-04 ratifies and affirms the criteria outlined in Resolution 24-01.
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Professional Appraisal Services Contract Proposal- Colliers

Mayor Henry explained that the proposed professional appraisal services contractis $12,000
for the appraisal of three individual tracts. The services would be provided by Curtis S.
McCall, Jr., with Colliers. Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve the $12,000
mgjmned_xg_annmle_thg_cnmmML_Hﬂm_smnded_the_mgﬂgm No further
discussion. All voted in favor.

9) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS

No further comments were presented.



10) ADJO
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