TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
4/27/2026 -9:30 AM

PRESENT: John Hildreth, Ed Fox, Bill Sheron (Virtual), Buddy Keller (Virtual), Chuck Campbell (virtual), Bert
Mills (Virtual)

ABSENT: Fran Green

STAFF PRESENT: Dan Newquist, Corey Higdon

ADDITIONAL PRESENT: John LaMaster (Town Council)
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CALL TO ORDER
a) Chairman John Hildreth called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM

PUBLIC COMMENTS
a) No public comments were presented.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) Mr. Hildreth requested a motion to approve or amend the 2-27-2026 Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes. Mr. Campbell made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Mills seconded
the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION INITIATIVE UPDATE

Mr. Hildreth noted that he and Mr. Newquist attended the annual Historic Preservation conference
in Columbia, which provided very valuable presentations and information. He added that the Town
becoming a Certified Local Government (CLG) is the primary goal of the initiative. Mr. Hildreth
provided an example of a house on Myrtle Avenue that could likely be torn down due to the FEMA
50% significant improvement regulation. He explained that if the Town becomes a CLG and the
structure is part of the local list of historic properties, then the structure would be exempt from the
50% regulation and would not have to be demolished. Mr. Newquist also discussed the conference in
Columbia, adding that the Town of Pawleys Island is a strong candidate to be a case study/presenter
at the 2027 conference. He explained the components needed for the Town to become a CLG: a
historic preservation ordinance, a survey/inventory of existing properties, and design guidelines.
Lastly, Mr. Mills provided an update on the status of the historic preservation ordinance, noting that
the working group is very close to producing a final draft. The final draft will need to be reviewed by
the Town’s attorney and the State Historic Preservation Office, and then it will go to the Historic
Preservation Special Committee for an initial vote to recommend to Planning Commission. The
Planning Commission then recommends the ordinance to Town Council, who will have the final vote
to approve the ordinance.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD DESIGN GUIDELINES DISCUSSION
Mr. Newquist updated that the Architectural Review Board (ARB) is meeting on Friday, May 1*" to
discuss changes to the existing ARB guidelines. He explained that the ARB has been in place for 6 years
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now, approving over 20 homes since its inception. Mr. Newquist highlighted several of the proposed
changes to the guidelines, such as: including several of the homes that have been approved by the
ARB as examples in the guidelines, adding Article 12 of the Unified Development Code to the
guidelines, and strengthening the review process and enforcement of approved projects. He
emphasized that the as-built structure must mirror the ARB-approved design. Mr. Keller suggested
that major changes to existing structures should be reviewed by the ARB, to which Mr. Newquist
stated that the topic will be discussed in the upcoming meeting. Lastly, Mr. Campbell questioned
whether changes to the approved design was in the ARB’s parameters as it stands, which Mr.
Newquist noted was an emphasis to clarify in the changes to the guidelines.

LOCAL BEACHFRONT MANAGEMENT PLAN PROGRESS UPDATE

Mr. Newquist explained that updates to the Local Beachfront Management Plan have begun. He
commended the Town’s Spring intern, Lindsey DeGrendel, for making great progress on updating the
plan, which was last updated in 2011. Mr. Newquist noted that many changes have been made to the
beach in Pawleys Island since the last update, such as several storm events and a renourishment
project. He added that the Town has to update the plan to be eligible for state funding for
renourishments. Mr. Newquist highlighted several aspects of the plan that still need updating, such
as new mapping and data, which will be provided by Coastal Science & Engineering (CSE) in their
annual monitoring contract.

CREEK MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES OVERVIEW

Mr. Newquist emphasized that there has been a strong interest in studying the health and condition
of the Pawleys Creek for some time. He highlighted that obtaining baseline data for the creek is
included in the Town’s new contract with CSE for annual beach monitoring. Mr. Newquist noted that
through a partnership with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR), the Town
of Pawleys Island could become a possible site for oyster reef restoration and shell recycling. He added
that Mayor Henry wants to enact a working group for the creek study and solicited any of the planning
commissioners to participate in the working group if interested. Mr. Sheron questioned if Hobcaw
Barony is involved with studying the creek, to which Mr. Newquist clarified that they monitor water
quality in the creek. Mr. Newquist further emphasized the importance of partnerships for the
initiative. He added that the Master Drainage Plan can be supported by a creek study to gain support
for spot dredging in the creek.

COMMENTS FROM PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS

Mr. Campbell asked for a status update on drainage plan projects. Mr. Newquist explained that the
area around the chapel will see the first work completed, with cost estimates for raising the road and
enhancing the drainage infrastructure being developed. He updated that the end of 2026 is the target
for work being done in the area.

NEXT MEETING DATE
The planning commission decided on June 4" as the next meeting date.
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