TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall- Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
5/11/2026 - 5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Mark Hawn, Sarah Zimmerman, Paul Groce, and John LaMaster
(Virtual)

STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, and Chief Fanning

ADDITIONAL PRESENT: Wade Warr, Clint Robinson, EB Pannkuk (Pawleys Pier Village project)
ABSENT:

1) CALLTO ORDER/OPENING REMARKS

- Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

2) PUBLIC COMMENTS
- No public comments were presented.

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES -4-13-2026
- n t motion t rove or amend the 4-13-202 lar Town

motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

4) REPORTS AND UPDATES
a) Police Report

Chief Fanning noted a recent incident at the Sea View Inn, in which an individual fainted
on the beach during one of the hottest days of the year so far. Aside from that incident,
he explained that April was a siow month for significant incidents, although the week of
Easter was busy with traffic. Chief Fanning added that activity is beginning to pick up in
May as the summer approaches. Mr. Hawn questioned whether there had been any
updates on the incident discussed in last month's meeting, in which a plane flew
dangerously low over beachgoers on the island. Chief Fanning noted that the FAA had
not given him any update on the situation.

b) Building Report

Mr. Higdon presented the building report for April, highlighting that 9 new permits were
issued in April. He elaborated that these were all minor projects, but added that 3 new
home permits are on the horizon, all on Atlantic Avenue. Mr. Higdon explained that an
Architectural Review Board (ARB) met in May, to discuss possible changes to the design
guidelines and the role of the board. Mr. Newquist added that a checklist was drafted for
the ARB submittal process, which will help applicants and members of the board ensure
that all requirements are met by new home design submittals.

c) Financial Report



Mr. Newquist presented the financial report for April, first noting that Mr. Higdon is
continuing to take over the financial responsibilities of the Town, including bookkeeping. He
highlighted several revenue items, highlighting that MASC and local a-tax revenues are
exceeding the 2025 year-to-date figures. Mr. Newquist also noted that Local Government
Investment Pool (LGIP) interest rates have dropped, so the year-to-date total for LGIP revenue
has declined from 2025. Lastly, he updated that all payments for the new police vehicle came
under budget, including the purchase and the outfitting of the vehicle.

5) BUSINESS
a) Pawleys Pier Village- Pier Reconstruction Update

Mayor Henry prefaced the update on the pier reconstruction, stating that the pier is an iconic
staple on the island. He introduced Wade Warr, the HOA President at Pawleys Pier Village.
Mr. Warr explained that the proposed pier reconstruction would be built in the same footprint
as the existing pier. He noted that the primary material for the pier will be wood, but there is
a possibility that the decking could be reinforced using fiberglass. A pavilion and flagpole
would be placed at the end of the pier, similar to the existing pier. The proposed pier will be
accessible from the same entrance as the current pier, but the access will be ADA-compliant.
Clint Robinson, the contractor for the project, updated that they are in the beginning stages
of the permitting process, but aim to finalize the permitting process and begin construction
in late summer or early fall. Mr. Hawn questioned how long the contractors anticipate that
the construction would take, to which Mr. Robinson stated that a 14—18-month construction
timeframe is anticipated. Mr. Robinson further explained that the demolition process of the
old pier would take place in stages. Mr. Hawn emphasized the importance of having clear
communication with the rental companies, so each company can accurately inform visitors of
the construction progress. Lastly, Mayor Henry asked if the residents of Pawleys Pier Village
are in support of the reconstruction, which Mr. Warr confirmed that residents have expressed
support in their meetings.

b) ATAX Committee Appointment
Mayor Henry noted that there is a current vacancy on the Accommodations Tax (ATax)
Committee, as chairman Robert Levine stepped down from the committee, who fulfilled the
cultural spot on the committee as required by state law. He explained that Vida Miller of the
Waccamaw Neck Arts Alliance expressed interest in joining the committee and is willing to fill
the vacancy, if appointed.

further discussion. All voted in favor.

c) Swimmer Safety Initiative Update
Mayor Henry explained that he spent time on the North End of the island and noticed that
the dynamics are changing drastically with erosion and sandbars, leading to dangerous
currents. He elaborated that the Town is increasing signage and adding more flotation devices
throughout the island, with an emphasis on the North End. Mayor Henry updated that the



Town’s rip current safety video will be reposted soon with collaboration with other agencies,
such as the National Weather Service. He also noted that the Town’s swimmer safety
webpage is live and provides various key resources for swimmer safety information. Mrs.
Zimmerman questioned if there are rip current signs at all the beach accesses, to which Mr.
Newquist confirmed that 24 new signs have been purchased to place at each access. He added
that 15 torpedo buoys have been purchased, as well, to place throughout the island. Mr.
Groce emphasized the need for increased signage near the inlet at the northern end of the
island, where the most dangerous currents on the island can be found. Lastly, Mayor Henry
suggested a possible drone that can be utilized that deploys a flotation device to those in
need. He met with Brandon Ellis of the Georgetown County EMD to discuss the possibility of
using the drone, which Motorola would offer a 1-year free trial to use the device. Mayor Henry
explained that more information would be gathered on the feasibility of the rescue drone.

d) Events Committee Upcoming Events
Mayor Henry reminded Town Council of the following week’s Memorial Day Summer
Kickoff event. He highlighted that the event would have live music performed by Second
Nature, a flag raising, and 4" of July t-shirt sales would begin. Mayor Henry added that
the HPSC will have a tent at the event to further spread the message of the historic
preservation initiative on Pawleys Island. Mr. Newquist provided a quick update on the
4" of July parade, which wilt begin at 9 am rather than 10 am this year.

e) Beach Vitex Treatment Program Update

Mr. Newquist explained that the invasive beach vitex plant species is still present on the
island. He commended Jen Plunkett of the North Inlet-Winyah Bay Reserve for her help
with the initiative. Mr. Newquist noted that 12 volunteers have stepped up to help with
treatment. The Town has communicated with property owners to conduct site visits to
inventory where beach vitex is present and administer treatment if it is found on the
property. He explained that the summer intern will assist tremendously with the
initiative.

f) Historic Preservation Special Committee Update

Mr. Groce provided an update on the progress of the HPSC, which has made great
progress in the past few months. He explained that there are three main goals of the
committee: to inventory the existing properties, draft a historical preservation ordinance,
and encourage public participation in the initiative. Mr. Groce elaborated that the initial
inventory is complete and the draft ordinance is pending legal review, but should be
presented to the HPSC at the next meeting. Mayor Henry commended the committee for
their tremendous progress and commitment to preserving the character of Pawleys
Island. He noted that the committee is saving the Town a considerable amount of money
by not hiring a consultant to conduct the work that the HPSC is doing.

Mr. Groce displayed new proposed signs for the existing historic district. The signs were
proposed by the Pawleys Island Civic Association (PICA) to replace the existing signs,
which have become outdated. Mrs. Zimmerman questioned the size of the signs, which



are 2ft by 3ft signs. She also inquired if the property owners who will have the signs placed
on their properties have approved, to which Mr. Groce explained that PICA will get
approval before installing the signs.

6) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
- No further comments were presented.
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