TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
8/11/2025-5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Guerry Green, Sarah Zimmerman, and Rocky Holliday
STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, and Chief Fanning

ADDITIONAL PRESENT:

ABSENT: Ashley Carter

1) CALLTO ORDER /OPENING REMARKS
- Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

2) PUBLIC COMMENTS
- No public comments were presented

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES - 7-14-2025
- Mayor Henrv requested a motlon to approve or amend the 7-14-2025 Regular Town

the motion. Nofurtherdlscussmn All voted in favor.

4) REPORTS AND UPDATES
a) Police Report
Chief Fanning stated that the volume of incidents had begun to slow down since the
July Council meeting, with not many significant incidents to report. He elaborated on
the only significant incident that occurred since July’s meeting, explaining that a
burglary occurred at 614 Springs Avenue. Chief Fanning noted that the visitors
staying in the residence had multiple purses stolen during their vacation. He added
that the visitors confirmed that the back door was unlocked and it is suspected that
the burglar entered through that door.

b) Building Report
Mr. Higdon presented the building report for July, stating that 6 new permits were issued
during the month, which he added was one of the slower months in terms of permit
volume for the year. This continued the trend of slower building permit volume during
summer, peak season visitor months. Mr. Higdon added that each of the permits issued
were minor projects, with no significant permits to elaborate on.

Mr. Higdon explained that the Town is putting an emphasis on getting up to date on which
permits are active and which have been closed out. He added that he suspects about
half of the permits labeled on the report as “active” have been completed based on the
ongoing activity on the island. Lastly, he updated Council on the upcoming Architectural
Review Board meeting scheduled for August 28th. Mr. Green raised a question regarding



the status of the new pier construction at Pawleys Pier Village, to which Mr. Newquist
explained that the expected start date for construction is still far out.

c) Financial Report

Mr. Newquist began his report by updating Council on this year’s audit report, which will
be presented in the September meeting. Continuing, he stated that Town staff will begin
progress on the 2026 budget in the coming weeks. Mr. Newquist stated that
Accommodation Tax collections for June this year were lower than last year’s total, but
the year-to-date total through June 2025 still surpasses the total from 2024 through June.
He added that the Town is well on track to meet or surpass the budgeted revenue. Mr.
Holliday asked how much money the Town has in its beach fund, to which Mr. Newquist
stated he believes the totalin the beach fund is around $2,000,000.

5) BUSINESS
a) Beach Swimmer Safety Efforts

Mr. Newquist prefaced his update on the Town’s efforts for enhanced swimmer safety by
noting that the two drowning incidents in the previous months were eye opening for
himself and the Town, adding that increasing safety for beachgoers is a top priority for
the Town. He stated that the initial efforts made by the Town was increased signage,
especially around the north end of the island, where the previous five drownings on the
island occurred, and increasing the total flotation / life saving devices that are accessible
forthose on the beach. He noted that two large rip current warning signs were placed on
the beach on the north end of the island to raise awareness of the possibility of rip
currentsinthe area. Mr. Newquist added that a meteorologist from the National Weather
Service in Wilmington visited the island to assess the conditions on the north end and
confirmed that there is anincreased prevalence of rip currents in and around the Midway
Inlet on the north end of Pawleys Island. Mrs. Zimmerman suggested that rental
companies can assist in the Town’s efforts to increase rip current awareness and
swimmer safety.

Mr. Newquist explained that the Town plans to establish a new emergency access on the
north end of the island. He noted that Midway Fire & Rescue has cooperated with the
Town in suggesting the Pearce Street access as a possible emergency access, as there
is no parked cars blocking access at this location. Mayor Henry stated that there is still a
desire from the Town to create an educational video about swimmer safety, which had
funding denied in a previous Council meeting. He explained that an alternate source of
funding was recommended, with the Accommodations Tax Committee willing to offer
funds through a Parks, Recreation, and Tourism grant. Lastly, Chief Fanning explained
that he met with Georgetown County regarding concerns about emergency vehicle
access in the South End Parking Lot, as the emergency access has been frequently
blocked by parked vehicles. He noted that the county will be dedicating certain spots to
only golf carts to ensure there is space for emergency vehicles to access the beach.



b) State Historic Preservation Office — Historic Property Survey Grant Update

Mr. Newquist updated Town Council on the status of a grant for a historic property survey
through the State Historic Preservation Office. He explained that the Town was
unfortunately denied the grant for federal funds, but the Planning Commission hopes to
not give up on their efforts to enhance historic preservation opportunities throughout the
island. He highlighted that the most effective way to encourage preservation is to provide
incentives to property owners who preserve their historic homes, such as tax relief.
Mayor Henry commended Mr. Newquist and John LaMaster for their efforts in the grant
application. He explained that the Town has a core of members on the Planning
Commission who are passionate about preservation. Mr. Holliday questioned if the Town
would need a consultant for the historic property survey or if the Town could conduct this
survey on their own, to which Mr. Newquist stated that there are specific criteria to
classify a historic property, which is best suited for a professional to determine. Mr.
Newquist added that there are many efforts for preservation the Town can do in house,
such as crafting an ordinance for preservation. Mr. Green asked how tax incentives would
work considering the Town does not collect property taxes, to which Mr. Newquist
clarified that the Town would cooperate with the Georgetown County in any efforts for
tax relief for historic homes. Mr. Holliday suggested that the Planning Commission
should put together a detailed proposal for Council to further explain ideas and
suggestions for historic preservation, to which all present Council members agree.

c) Flood Mitigation / Drainage Master Plan Update

Mr. Newquist noted that Seamon Whiteside, the consultants conducting the Town’s
flood mitigation study, have now been doing work and studying the conditions of the
island for the past year. He highlighted that Seamon Whiteside is nearing completion of
the Flood Mitigation / Drainage Master Plan, and a presentation to Council is scheduled
for the September meeting to discuss their findings and suggestions for mitigation. Mr.
Newquist added that the consultants have created a modeling tool to give an idea of the
impacts of future and current flooding with the current conditions of the island. Mayor
Henry explained that the previously discussed berm project on Myrtle Avenue near the
chapel is moving forward, but coordination is needed with the Department of
Transportation (DOT) as the berm is planned to be placed in the DOT right-of-way
adjacent to the creek.

d) Town Administrator Contract Renewal
Mayor Henry noted that the Town’s Administrator, Mr. Newquist’s, 3-year contract has
expired. He proposed to renew Mr. Newquist’s contract for 3 more years, commending
Mr. Newquist for his work over the past years. Mayor Henry expressed great satisfaction
for Mr. Newquist’s performance and passion for the Town, to which all present Council
members agree.

Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve or deny the renewal of Mr. Newquist’s
three year contract. Mr. Green motioned to approve the contract. Mr. Holliday
seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.




6) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
- Mayor Henryrecommended altering the next Town Council from September 8" to September
15" due to conflicts in his schedule. All present Council members agree to the date change.
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