TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
7/14/2025 -5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Guerry Green, Sarah Zimmerman, Rocky Holliday, and Ashley
Carter

STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, and Chief Fanning

ADDITIONAL PRESENT:

ABSENT:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

CALL TO ORDER / OPENING REMARKS
- Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

- Betsy Altman: Ms. Altman prefaced her comment by commending the Pawleys Island Police
Department for their effort in the recent drowning incident that occurred on the island and
offered condolences to the victim’s family. She noted that Pawleys Island Realty are
including rip current advisory refrigerator magnets in each of her rentals and encourages the
Towntoinstall additional life rings. Continuing, she expressed her thoughts on pre- and post-
storm access to the island in the event of a hurricane. Ms. Altman stated that she hopes the
Town can establish a re-entry procedure for storm events that can be communicated to the
property managers on the island. She expressed that owners and property managers should
be the first groups allowed back on the island following a storm. She explained how the
Town’s re-entry procedure can impact trip insurance guidelines affecting renters, owners,
and property management companies.

- James Blaszczyk: Mr. Blaszczyk also commented regarding the recent drowning incident,
commending and stating his appreciation for the Pawleys Island Police Department, Midway
Fire & Rescue, and the community of Pawleys Island for all rushing to assist in any way they
could in the recent incident.

- See attached written comment submitted by Becky Rett.

PUBLIC HEARING - Ordinance 2025-01: Amendment to Section 4-1.1 Subdivision Procedures
- No comments were made.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - 6-24-2025

- M r Henry r t motion t rove or amend the 6-24-202 ial Town
Council minutes. Mr. Holliday motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Carter seconded
the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

REPORTS AND UPDATES

a) Police Report
Chief Fanning began the police report by addressing Ms. Altman’s comment regarding
hurricane re-entry procedures. He noted that in a recent meeting with Brandon Ellis, the



Georgetown County Emergency Management Director, he received an update on the
post-storm procedures for Midway Fire & Rescue. Chief Fanning elaborated that Midway
Fire & Rescue is altering their post-storm procedures from their old method of going
house-to-house and assessing damage, to now doing a windshield survey and looking for
hazards. He explained that this will require property owners and property management
companies to assess and report damage to their properties that is not immediately
noticeable.

Continuing, he noted that it was a busy June for the Police Department with the typical
summer complaints accounting for most of the calls, such as parking issues and reckless
boating. He then elaborated on the first of two unfortunate drowning incidents that
happened after the previous Town Council meeting. The first incident occurred on June
25th when a 20-year-old man visiting from Atlanta, Georgia, got caught in a rip currentin
the area of 146 Atlantic Avenue. When he was pulled from the water, CPR was
immediately administered and Midway Fire & Rescue was able to get a pulse back, but
he later passed away at the hospital. He then explained the incident that occurred a few
weeks later on July 13, in which a 38-year-old man from Dallas, Georgia drowned in the
same area as the previous incident. Chief Fanning noted that the last five drowning
incidents have all occurred in the same area at the north end of the island. He elaborated
that several individuals were in distress in the most recent incident, and the man who
drowned went into the water to help those in distress. He stated that the individual
ended up being submerged in the water, and Midway Fire & Rescue had jet skis in the
water, four rescue swimmers, along with Detective Fairfield who swam out more than
100 yards searching for the body. The body was located soon after the rescue helicopter
arrived.

Mayor Henry emphasized that the last five drowning incidents occurred in the same area
in proximity to the Shell Road beach access. Chief Fanning explained how the currents on
the north end of the island are greatly impacted by the Midway Inlet, creating dangerous,
strong currents that occur between the sandbars. Mr. Green suggested the need for
enhanced signage on the north end of the island, providing adequate warning to visitors
about the possibility of dangerous currents in the area. Mayor Henry noted the possibility
of mobilizing a jet ski from the pier once construction begins on the new pier at Pawleys
Pier Village. Council all agreed that changes need to be made, and signage is the most
immediate solution. Mr. Holliday commended Ms. Altman for her proactivity in providing
resources and education to those who rent through Pawleys Island Realty. Lastly, Mrs.
Zimmerman questioned how the statistics for the quarterly report looked, to which Chief
Fanning confirmed that total incidents on the island are lower than in previous years.

b) Building Report

Mr. Higdon presented the building report for June, stating that 4 new permits were issued
during the month, which he noted is the lowest volume of the year by a large margin. He
explained that this follows the trend of a slow summer season in terms of building permit
volume. He updated that no significant permits were issued in June, but the Town has
been monitoring progress on several new home construction projects on the island. Mr.
Green questioned how many total homes were under construction on the island, to
which Mr. Higdon stated that there are 7 total new home construction projects.



c) Financial Report

Mr. Newquist began his report by highlighting the accommodation tax collections for the
month of May, which exceeded the previous year’s total for May by $20,000. He added that
this year’s collections through May are on pace to meet or exceed the budgeted local A-Tax
collections this year. He then noted that the Town received a disbursement from the
Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) which put the town on pace to receive
$75,000 in additional revenue from MASC than last year. He then changed course to this
year’s Fourth of July revenue, which was the next item on the agenda.

6) BUSINESS
a) 4™ of July Recap

Mr. Newquist and Mr. Higdon both provided a recap of the 2025 4™ of July parade and T-
shirt sales. Mr. Higdon noted that gross T-shirt sales surpassed $80,000 for the 2025 T-
shirt, which is an unprecedented total for the Town. This total exceeds last year’s by over
$10,000. Mr. Newquist then updated Council regarding the online T-shirt sales, which
Town staff tested outin 2025. He explained that it was a major success and close to 100
total online orders were placed. Mr. Newquist stated that the Town exceeded $50,000 in
profit for T-shirt sales to the date, but one final order is being placed and more sales are
expected in the coming months.

In terms of the parade, Mr. Higdon noted that there were 49 total floats in the parade,
including the Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina. He noted that the total number of
floats in the parade was lower than last year, but Mayor Henry added that he believed the
floats were higher in quality than previous years, commending the participants. Mayor
Henry also noted that the parade was well-attended based on what he saw on the parade
route.

b) Bunnelle Foundation Request- Big Belly Receptacle Proposal

Mr. Newquist introduced item 6B by explaining that installing Big Belly Trash Receptacles
across the island was an initiative kicked off by the Town about a year ago. He stated that
over the past year, he observed that the 12 receptacles are working effectively and
provide better conditions in terms of trash for the island. Mr. Newquist continued to state
that the Town is looking for funding avenues to install additional receptacles across the
island. The Bunnelle Foundation has a grant window that is open for proposals due on
July 18™ which would allow the town to purchase more Big Belly trash cans with the
$15,000 max funds from the grant. Mr. Newquist listed the North Causeway and Second
Street access as options for additional receptacles.

c) Second Reading Ordinance 2025-01: Amendment to Section 4-1.1 Subdivision Procedures
Mayor Henry noted that Ordinance 2025-01 had its first reading approved in the previous
council meeting. The amendment entails that property owners can subdivide their
properties for public use benefits ifdesired. Mr. Newquist highlighted an alteration to the
amendment recommended by the Planning Commission, noting that subdivisions for



public use shall be restricted to only parcels in the Conservation Preservation Zoning
District.

Town Council decided to hold off on any official decision on the ordinance until after
executive session.

Mayor Henry requested a motion to amend the agenda to move item 6C to after
executive session. Mr. Holliday motioned to amend the agenda. Mr. Carter
seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

7) EXECUTIVE SESSION~ S.C. Code 1976, 30-4-70(a)(2)

a)

b)

Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of
property, the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a pending, threatened, or potential
claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement of legal claims, or the position of
the public agency in other adversary situations involving the assertion against the agency of a claim.

A. Legal briefing on Prince George case

NOTE: Items discussed in Executive Session may resultin action by Town Council upon its return to general
session.

Mayor Henry requested a motion to enter Executive Session. Mr. Green motioned to
enter Executive Session. Mr. Holliday seconded the motion. No further discussion. All
voted in favor.

Mayor Henry requested a motion to exit Executive Session. Mr. Green motioned to exit
Executive Session. Mr. Holliday seconded the motion. No further discussion. Allvoted in
favor.

Second Reading Ordinance 2025-01: Amendment to Section 4-1.1 Subdivision Procedures
Upon exiting Executive Session, Town Council revisited item 6C: Second Reading
Ordinance 2025-01: Amendment to Section 4-1.1 Subdivision Procedures. Mayor Henry
requested a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2025-01. Mrs.
Zimmerman motioned to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2025-01. Mr.
Green seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

Prince George Case
Town Council also decided to take a vote regarding the mediation Term Sheet for the
Prince George case. Mr. Holliday motioned to approve the mediation Term Sheet
settling the Prince George litigation matter, approving the Town’s contribution of
$150,000 to the settlement, as well as authorizing the Mayor to sign the Term Sheet,
in it’s current draft form on behalf of the Town. Mr. Carter seconded the motion. No
further discussion. All voted in favor.

8) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
No additional comments were presented.
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P G ma i i Daniel Newquist <dnewquist@townofpi.com>

Public Comment town council

beckyrett <beckyrett@proton.me> Fri, Jul 11, 2025 at 8:37 AM
To: "info@townofpi.com" <info@townofpi.com>

My family are yearly visitors to Pawleys Island. We rent a house on the North End.
We cherish our time here. | always instruct the family about the rules and regulations
so they are aware and we can do our part to keep Pawleys wonderful.

What | don't understand how clear violations are ignored and unaddressed by

a full time police force.

Specifically, there are large boats on the beach that appear to be abandoned by
the shell road access point.

Additionally, beach tent rental companies spew unsightly sand bags

on the beach every evening. These are left overnight.

These violate the "leave nothing on beach" ordinances.

| feel my family does our part and others should be held to the same standard.

Ms. Becky Rett
Salem, Virginia

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.



