TOWN OF PAWLEYS ISLAND
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Town Hall - Conference Room | 323 Myrtle Ave | Pawleys Island SC 29585
9/23/2024 - 5:00 PM

PRESENT: Mayor Brian Henry, Rocky Holliday, Guerry Green, and Sarah Zimmerman

STAFF PRESENT: Daniel Newquist, Corey Higdon, and Chief Fanning

ADDITIONAL PRESENT:

ABSENT: Ashley Carter

1)

2)

3)

4)

CALL TO ORDER / OPENING REMARKS

Mayor Henry called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mary Nash: Ms. Nash'’s first inquiry was regarding the recent installation of Big Belly trash
receptacles at two beach accesses on the island: First Street and Pritchard Street. She
commended the progress made by these new trash bins, citing a decrease in trash found
around the two beach accesses. However, she noted that regular trash bins are still located
next to the new trash receptacles, and this causes beachgoers to continue throwing their
trash in the standard bins instead of the compactor. Ms. Nash continued to recommend
placing a Big Belly trash receptacle at each beach access on the island. Lastly, she
recommended that the Town considers implementing recycling bins at beach accesses as
well.

James Blaszczyk: Mr. Blaszczyk’s first and only inquiry was regarding the life preservers
located at several beach accesses across the island. He brought to Council’s attention that
several life preservers were missing from their posts, such as the one at the Second Street
beach access

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - 8-5-2024

Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve or amend the 8-5-2024 Town Council
minutes. Mr. Green motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Carter seconded the motion.
No further discussion. All voted in favor.

REPORTS AND UPDATES

A)

Police Report

Chief Fanning started the report by stating that August was relatively quiet in terms of
significant events on the island, although the volume of calls for the month was similar to
previous years. He highlighted a possible larceny of a bicycle in August which turned out to
be a false alarm as the bicycle was located near the home. He concluded his report by stating
that there were no other notable incidents to report for the month of August.

Mayor Henry inquired about the traffic volume on the island throughout the year and for
August, to which Chief Fanning noted that overall traffic for the year and the month has been
lower than 2023’s volume. Mr. Green questioned if golf carts are accounted for in these
statistics, to which Chief Fanning clarified that they are not.



B) Building Report
Mr. Newquist started his report by updating Town Council on the Pawleys Pier Village
pier project, elaborating on additional details that have been provided by the contractor
such as the size of the new pier not exceeding the size of the existing pier. The
construction would entail a complete demolition of the existing pier, which would be
reconstructed in the same location using traditional wood materials. Mr. Newquist also
provided an update on the estimated start date for the 16-month project, which is
anticipated to begin in September 2025.
Second, Mr. Newquist elaborated on a possible contractor’s meeting with the Town’s
third-party vendor, SafeBuilt. The purpose of the meeting would be to provide reminders
regarding parking rules, building permit and inspection procedures; and allow contractors
to ask questions. Currently, the plan is to coordinate this meeting in early November.
Mr. Newquist concluded his report by highlighting that a total of 5 building permits were
approved in August. He added that the Town and SafeBuilt are actively trying to close out
any finalized permits. Mayor Henry questioned if the Town was able to manage the
volume of permits received throughout the year, to which Mr. Newquist clarified that he
believes the Town can and emphasized that the Town wants to be as responsive as
possible with property owners and contractors.

C) Financial Report
Mr. Newquist initiated this report by updating Town Council on the status of the 2023 audit.
He stated that the auditors let the Town know that all their information requests have been
fulfilled, so an audit report should be available for October’s meeting. Mr. Newquist
continued to update that the Town has begun staff-level discussion on the 2025 budget. Mr.
Newquist then acknowledged that the Town of Pawleys Island sold a decommissioned Ford
Explorer police vehicle for $2,275 via online auction.
Mr. Newquist provided an update on A-Tax collections for the month of July and the year-to-
date collections. A-Tax collections for July 2024 were slightly behind collections for July 2023,
which was also reflected in the year-to-date totals through July 2024 also slightly behind the
2023 collections through July. Mayor Henry questioned if the Town’s A-Tax collections are on
pace to meet the amount projected by the budget for the year, to which Mr. Newquist stated
that they are.
He highlighted the Town’s revenues from the Municipal Association’s Flood Insurance
program, which is well above the budgeted revenues from the program. Mrs. Zimmerman
provided a possible reason for this increase in revenue, stating that flood insurance prices
have increased in 2024.
Lastly, Mr. Newquist elaborated on the Town’s expenditures, highlighting the Town’s recent
legal fees as well as the budget classification of the Town of Pawleys Island’s maintenance
worker’s salary.

5) BUSINESS
A) A-Tax Committee Appointment



Mayor Henry announced a candidate, Kathy Besse, to be appointed to the Town’s
Accommodation Tax Committee. Mayor Henry commended Ms. Besse for her investment in
the island and work with the Litchfield Group.
Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve Ms. Bessy’s appointment to the A-Tax
Committee. Mr. Holliday motioned to approve the appointment. Mrs. Zimmerman
seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

B) A-Tax Committee, Planning Commission, ARB Re-Appointments
Mayor Henry acknowledged that there are several members on the Town’s A-Tax
Committee, Planning Commission, and Architectural Review Board who are due to
renew their terms on their respective committees, including Robert Levine, Betsy
Altman, Eddie Wilder, and Sassy Henry of the A-Tax Committee, John LaMaster, John
Hildreth, and Fran Green of the Planning Commission, and John Felton, Green
Deschamps, and Frank Robinson of the Architectural Review Board.
Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve the re-appointments to the A-Tax
Committee, Planning Commission, and Architectural Review Board. Mr. Holliday
motioned to approve the re-appointments. Mr. Green seconded the motion. No
further discussion. All voted in favor

C) PEBA-Council Member Health Plan Coverage Addendum
Mr. Newquist reminded Council of the discussion from the August Town Council meeting
regarding a change to PEBA’s healthcare coverage for Town Council members. The
Town’s healthcare coverage through PEBA cannot cover Town Council members unless
they are paid employees. Mayor Henry questioned if there was a minimum for the amount
that Council members are paid to be eligible for healthcare coverage, to which Mr.
Newquist clarified that there is not a minimum.
Mayor Henry elaborated on the two options that PEBA is allowing municipalities to
choose between, the first of which is paying council members and making them eligible
for health care coverage, and the second being continuing to not pay council members
which would make them ineligible for coverage. Mayor Henry clarified that the Town can
elect for the option of paying council members and finalize the decision at a later date.
Mayor Henry requested a motion to select the option to pay councilmembers on the
addendum and finalize the decision at a later date. Mr. Green motioned to select the
option of paying council members. Mr. Holliday seconded the motion. No further
discussion. All voted in favor

D) Second Reading - Amendment to Sec. 2-62 Appearance of Citizens
Mayor Henry reminded the Town Council of the proposed amendment to Sec. 2-62
Appearance of Citizens, which would make written comments not be read aloud in Town
Council meetings unlike in the past few years where they have been read aloud. Mayor
Henry added that this practice was added during the COVID-19 pandemic when it was
more difficult to attend Town Council meetings.
Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve, amend, or deny the amendment to Sec.
2-62 Appearance of Citizens. Mr. Holliday motioned to approve the amendment. Mr.
Green seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor.

E) Article IV: Open Burning Ordinance Discussion




Mayor Henry elaborated on the Town’s current open-burning ordinance, which states
that fires must be contained to a hole dug in the sand and only allows charcoal to be
burned. He continued to state that there has been a recent inquiry from a bonfire
company regarding updating the ordinance to allow for portable stoves / firepits on the
beach in the Town’s jurisdiction. Mr. Holliday questioned if the portable stove devices
can be rented by individuals and if the company provides the necessities for bonfires, to
which Mayor Henry clarified that the company does rent these devices and do provide
necessities for fires. Mr. Holliday added a concern regarding the commercial aspect of
this possible ordinance change and whether it would incite more commercial
possibilities on the island. Mrs. Zimmerman expressed similar concerns over the
expansion of commercial possibilities on the island.

F) ARPA Funds Discussion
Mr. Newquist elaborated on the funds the Town received from the American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021 (ARPA) where the federal government dispersed funds to local municipalities
throughout the country following the COVID-19 pandemic. The funds total over $53,000
and have an expiration date to be obligated by the end of 2024. Mayor Henry reminded
Town Council of the idea presented in the previous Town Council meeting of purchasing
more Big Belly trash receptacles with these funds. Mayor Henry also added that it would
be preferred if these funds were allocated to one cause rather than splitting the funds
into multiple different projects. He added that the $53,000 from the ARPA fund would
allow the Town to purchase ten more Big Belly trash receptacles, which could provide
more coverage for the entire island. Mayor Henry referenced Mary Nash’s public
comments and stated that the Town could explore recycling opportunities as well. Mr.
Newquist added that the Big Belly company does make recycling compactors.
Mr. Green asked if the Big Belly cans have a warranty, to which Mr. Newquist clarified that
there is a five-year warranty for each trash can. Mr. Holliday cited the success of the bins
on the Murrells Inlet Marshwalk and recommended that the funds should be allocated
for these compactors. He also expressed a desire for the Town to research any recycling
opportunities. Mr. Green and Mayor Henry shared similar concerns over the recycling
infrastructure in the area and stated that until the infrastructure improves, the Town
should be hesitant to allocate the funds to recycling opportunities. Mr. Green also added
that recycling infrastructure is a nationwide issue.
Mayor Henry requested a motion to approve the allocation of the Town’s ARPA funds
to more Big Belly trash receptacles. Mr. Holliday motioned to approve the allocation
of funds. Mr. Green seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in favor

6) EXECUTIVE SESSION ~ S.C. Code 1976, 30-4-70(a)(2)
Mayor Henry requested a motion to enter Executive Session. Mr. Green motioned to
enter Executive Session. Mr. Holliday seconded the motion. No further discussion. All
voted in favor.
Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed
sale or purchase of property, the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to
a pending, threatened, or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-




client privilege, settlement of legal claims, or the position of the public agency in other
adversary situations involving the assertion against the agency of a claim.

A. Legalbriefing of US Army Corps CSRM Project Real Estate Requirements

B. Legal briefing on Prince George case

Mayor Henry requested a motion to exit Executive Session. Mr. Holliday motioned to exit
Executive Session. Mr. Green seconded the motion. No further discussion. All voted in
favor.

7) COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS
- Mrs. Zimmerman stated that several trash bins throughout the island are in need of new lids,
particularly on the South Causeway and South End.

8) ADJOURN
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